Das Lied von der Erde of Gustav Mahler (played in part by Fritz 


Kramer on the piano) 

Mahler and Strauss Der Abschied "Strauss will stubbornly stick to 
this sunset of Romanticism. The Four Last Songs are a tidal wave 
written down in his own style but more beautiful than ever. He 
wrote them without looking to the left or without looking to the 
right" and "The beginning of Das Lied von der Erde could absolutely 
be the beginning of some Debussy piano piece" said Fritz and this 
is the last class. The 6-tone or whole tone scale of Debussy and 
the 5-tone or pentatone scale used by Mahler in Das Lied von der 
Erde, 
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"Das Trinklied vom Jammer der Erde" as the song proceeds the tenor 
must sing higher and higher; "Der Einsame im Herbst" is "an exercise 
in orchestration. The influence of Mussorgsky is here. Mahler 
surely conducted Mussorgsky. It must be sung by a contralto and 
not by a soprano and not by a tenor" said Fritz; "Von der Jugend" 
the pentatone scale is used up and down in the flutes; "Von der 
Schönheit" is "a description of Chinese women picking flowers in 
the summertime. Here we get a three-part pentatone simultaneously. 
This love motif is not at all Chinese. This is Mahler being in 
love. It is the music of the second 'Nachtmusik" of Symphony No. 7-- 
very European" said Fritz and "Go away stapled woman" said Fritz 
to his wife because she complained that she could not find the 
exact spot on the record that he wanted; "Der Trunkene im Frühling" 
"The introduction to this song could be right out of Prokofieff-- 
complete harmonic freedom. There are parts of Mahler's Symphony 
No. 7 which also could have been written by Prokofieff. At the 
end of this song there is an orchestral laugh--that is Mahler. In 
The Song of the Earth there is absolutely no doubling of in- 
struments" said Fritz; "Der Abschied" "Since the Second Symphony 
we have seen Mahler's passionate love of birds. Here they are 
night birds. This leads directly to Bela Bartok. In the orchestral 





